Engaged Learning Project Idea Template


Title of Project:   Making History Today/I am History too
Subject(s):  Social Studies
Grade Level(s): 3rd grade 
Abstract:
Students will create a webpage to introduce themselves to their school as third graders in our school in Atlanta.  They will be completing various activities related our connecting themes (listed below) in Social Studies that will be taught throughout the school year. They will create a page that will be added to a main page showing how they are living history and have a connection to the world. 

Learner Description/Context:
The students are 3rd graders at Charles L. Gideons Elementary School in Atlanta Public Schools.  We are located in the Pittsburgh neighborhood of McDaniel Street close to Turner Field.  We are in a title 1 school in Atlanta where 99% of our students are African-American.   Students have received brand new computers in APS along with a new program call MyBackpack that allows the students to have access to Word, PowerPoint and OneNote online.   The students will mostly work in the classroom, media center or one of the two computer labs to complete their work.  Homerooms all have 4 computers but the computer labs each have at least 25 computers and the media center has 18.  The students have various reading and writing levels, most being at or below grade level.  Basic tutorials in responsible computer time, word and webpage design will help strengthen learning experience to complete other projects/products throughout the school year.  Depending on the household situation on whether students have access to the computer either at home, local library or the recreation center where a majority of the students go afterschool.  
Time Frame:      

This learning experience will take about two-three weeks and will use about 45 minutes of class time a day due to a rotation of Science and Social Studies weekly or bi-weekly. 
Standards Assessed:
This is an introductory social studies unit so there is no Social Studies Standards but they will use CCSS.ELA standards RL3.6/RI3.6 Distinguish their own point of view and CC3W1&2: Informative pieces and narrative detailing a real experience
Product:

The end product will be the web page a unique way to do an introductory All About Me that shows how their life relates to the themes of Social Studies.  It will be meaningful because it gives them a different way to introduce themselves.   

It will have technology in the form of word documents, presenting themes on PowerPoints, practice with activities online practicing the difference in the themes.  I will use a rubric from rubistar to assess the product.

(Beliefs & Ideals, Conflict & Change, Production, Distribution, and Consumption, Individual, Groups and Institutions, Location, Distribution of Power)
Which indicators of Engaged Learning will be high in this lesson and Why? 
I think it will be culturally responsive because I will be asking the students to relate the Social Studies theme to their life which may be challenging as they have to analyze what part of their lives relate to these themes.  I also know it will be strong in performance based because I am helping the students create a product or performance for a real audience. 

Which indicators would you like to strengthen? 
I want know it will support reading and writing, but can I incorporate math?  I also want strengthen collaborative without the students accusing each other of taking others ideas, 3rd grader issues.  
What LoTI level do you think this lesson would be and Why? 

Between a 4 and 5
What help would you like to receive from us?  
Any suggestions would be greatly appreciated.
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